Sunday Times & The Times E-Edition - Sunday Times - 12 Feb 2017 - P

lofl

10 | NEWS

http://times-e-editions.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrin

Researchers show that white people react in surprising ways to body language

Whites’ secret fear — other whites

TANYA FARBER

WE'VE seen it in the movies and
in neighbouriood-watch groups
2 ¢ people

reacting in fear l(l [I
male”, or black man.
But now a ground-breaking
Y shown that white pe
ns light up with carl
ctivity far more in r
white body lan-
black body

guage than to an
language.

University ~ re-
Beatrice de  Gelder,
1 iate of the

cdive cach other.
The trond was to conclude
white people react more
" to hluk faces than to

a st0
provided

dence” that race
influence over how we read
body language.

body

ic racial re-

carchers
their white subjeq
black people
ness with their body Ia
and found lh«l(

not, people
m other people’s
faces and bodics — and race

plays a big part in this.

‘The erude face of racialisation
is the likes of Penny Sparrow
making derogatory remarks
about black people on beache:
r Riaa expressing h

t"van der Westhulzen,
cause he was white.

But thespectrum s broad and
includes the subile act

“checking people out” when _\nn
walk past them.

Linton Chitepo, a Zimbab-
wean living in a predominantly
white pocket of Wynberg, Cape
Town, said: “I have had one or
two times where the police

BODY POLITIC: Researchers have found that body language, and not just faces, affect peoples perceptions of one another across races

| am strongly
against racial
profiling.

But you have
togoona
primal response

stopped me. That might be a
forcign national thing,

ther eyes if they are tr
out my Tole in this

Chitepo said this was amus-
ing, up to a point. “It also g
{ifing. Onee'someone actually
followed me with their car to see
if [ was going to enter a house or
not. When they saw I had the
Kkey to the house, they drove

i Lange*, who lives
e USafter growingupin South
, was attacked by a man
was in her early 20s

The crazy thing is that I read
the guy’s body language before
he attacked me. Every part of
my body sent a signal to my
brain that I wasn't safe

“But then I second-guessed

e
Alri
when

In the US, an

TANYA FARBER

IF "angry white man” body
language is lighting up brains
all over with early-warning
activity, gird your loins for the.
next four years: US President
Donald Trump is being touted
as the quintessential AWM.

n December, former
president Bill Clinton raised

entire demographic in need of Prozac

Trump's already-inflamed ire
when he said: “Donald Trump
doesn't know much, but one
thing he does know is how to
getangry white men to vote

for him.”

Trump lashed back on
Twitter by saying that he didn't
call Bil, Bill actually called him
and that he (Bill) did not know
very muc

ey S8 e
carried a strongly worded
editorial which said: "Not only
did an army of angry white
guys wrest America back from
ablack man they never
considered American, they did
it by defeating a woman who.
would have, undeniably,
forced them to compromise
on reproductive-health care,

sexual-assault law, and
workplace inequality. That's a
win-win-win in their book.”
The Washington Post wrote
an editorial saying t
Srump's chief advisers s
thing in common: they were
allangry white men.
Trump supporters have
responded to the jibes with
anger.

m

11 told myself I was being
st and | mustn't run away.
So, Ilgnuud my gt nstinct

ongly
st ra lplullllng Bt diny
s danger and body language
& botly Ianguage, You have 10
strip away the racial stufl you've
grown up with and just g0 on a
primal response to any situa-

Despite the extreme and sub-
tle racialisation of

the Institute of Race
released a_survey thi
which found that mos
Afri
expe

Goodwill . .

THE IRR’s fie
opinion on raci s
that only 3% of South Afri
see racism as a serious
unresolved problem.

concerned” about joblessne:
umd by 40%), service delivery

heighiched poltical and media
focus on racism and colonialism

X ch r
all. The proportions of blacks
(71%) and whites (74%) who gay
this answer were roughly’the
aid the report.

IRR media head Mienke Mari
Steytler said: “Despite the dam-
aging vitriol so often found on
al media, race relations in
South Africa remain sound.

“Not her real name
farber@sundaytimes co.za
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.for now

over the past y

L suiigests that ordinary
people are increasingly buying
into the ANC/EFF ideology that
puts the blame for poverty on
white rivilege;and

tackle the key problems.
Tanya Farber
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‘REALITY CHECK': The Facebook page with graphic

ages

Ex-cop snubs racist
‘save whites' page

MATTHEW SAVIDES

THE pictw
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| by
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Juck Haskins, redred b
of the police’s s
cue unit in l’u.l
does not agree.
He (o be removed
from one such page, “Save the
white people of South Afri
after graphic photos  were

on my
rime af
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ups fall \mdur m-odmn of

al media con:
scheduled
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“We cannot_ prediet what
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global phe
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tend to hate spee

S0 peoplt. W say what
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hateful, hurtful or an incite
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